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Have you ever thought how do household
devices, such as refrigerators, air condition-
ers, electric irons and water heaters sense a
change in temperature? This is realized by a
tiny electronic component, a thermistor.

Thermistor is a specialized semiconductor
and is temperature sensitive. Unlike a tradi-
tional mercury thermometer, which respond
linearly to temperature changes, the ther-
mistor resistance changes non-linearly with
a change in temperature.

In this lab investigation, you will go a step
beyond measurements. You will learn how
a thermistor physical behavior can be de-
scribed using a mathematical model. What
begins as a simple measurement becomes an
interesting exploration of curves, and the
connection between physics and mathemat-
ics. So let’s get started.

Gϖ EϗûɕTűTφŪ �âēφćÚٓ ţƭ sωĖ ŉǖφƟ đφʻ ùHȄ á �φŪŸφǬ ďȉ �Ɔφʸ ù �ň �âÚٓ á �Ŧφʸ
đٔ �Ǹéç ĚŴؕ sťI φį ņ ؕφʱÚó éóÚ �äņٔχʱ Úٓ ôĚŴؕˀ �ŦφƑÚ ،Ě�Ŵ 
Ɉ�ψı pè �Ŧφʸ ĚŴٔ �χĹÚ ،ĚŴؕ �ωĹ ŉ�ɭ �ψłŉ�Ȥ �ψĳ é
ʴ�χĕÚ ÷áφĥ đ �φĹ åsŮH؟ φį ù �ňŏφƘêţɆȿφ̒ Gϖ ϗûɕTųϙφʶ ŤφƘ ďƷ sωĖ è �Ŧ �φĩ å �Ůφİ �âéÚŉφŜ
EϖüɕTφǟ ùHȄ ÿ �φĖá �φŪ á �Ŧφy GϖġȭTϐĳ é �ç ùƙ ó �ŉ �φŜ ʴ �χĕÚĚŴؕˀ �ŦφƑÚ ùȅ ùňؕţȆ �φǿ

ùHȄ۔ ÿ �φĖá �φŪ á H̥ φˑ ĚŴؕɈφǌŉǖ �φŁ
ţ �φʚ ùHȄ ÿ �φĖŸ Hφǰ ĚŴؕφʻ pè �Ŧφy ďš �Ƈφǁ áφĥ Ĕǣ �φĘ ìá �φŪ ʴ�χĕÚĚŴؕɈφǌŉǖ �φŁ
Ēéÿ �φĖ ď �Ŷ �χĩÚóé۔ùHȄ ÿ �φĖŸ Hφǰ êá ّ̧ φǟ ϖü�żϙώƑ ùƙ �âéÚŉφŜ đٔ �Ǹéç
ďƷ sωĖ è �Ŧ �φĩ å �Ůφİ �âéÚŉφŜ đٔ �Ǹéç ţ �φʚ،ë φʾȯņ�φʱ ùƙ ĚŴؕ �ťφİÿφİŉǖ �φŁùƕÚó
ŀφ̓ ĚŴؕɈφǌŉǖ �φŁ،åsŮH φį Gϖü�żTϐĩ ç ö̤φɶçِé å �Ůφİ �éÚè �φĖÚ ďɩ �φȏ Ļ �φŁáφū ùƙ
�éÚè �φĖÚ ďɩ �φȏ Ě�Ŵ �Ǻ Ļ �φŁáφū ùƙďƷ sωĖ è �Ŧ �φĩ å �Ůφİ �âéÚŉφŜ đٔ �Ǹéç �ãʟφɵÚ �Ěė۔ùHȄď�ŶφƑè �φĖå �Ůφİ
ùơÚٓ ÷è �φĬ ʴ�χĕÚ ùȅ 
ë ٔφıá̤ �Ƈ tφĩ �âÚٓ å �Ůφİ �Ź �ŵ �ȠɅ �φł �ã �ŨφƑ êÚ
ďȩ �ž rŰφĮ ùƙ ĚŴؕɈφǌŉǖ �φŁ đφʻ ùơ å �Ů̦ˇ �Ŧφǁ đ �φĹ �âÚٓ۔ùơ å �ŮφĐņؕ�φʱ
á �φŪ á �Ŧφy �äá �Ŧ rφĩ Gϖ ϗûɕTųϙφʶ ùȅ çèφİ ŀφʼ õçؕÿφİ ŀ� φŃá �Ŧ �φƻÿ �ψĖ é ʴ�χĕÚ ŤφƘ ù ّ �ňóé
،ùHȄ ÿ �φĖŸ HφǰîóĚ 
þ ùȅ 
ë ٔφıá̤ �Ƈ tφĩ Ēçáφūʴ�χĕÚö φ̤ɶ ţ �φʚ۔ùHȄ á �Ŧ φʾū
ϖġȭϙώƓ á̢φȒ �ãɄ �ȿφƦç ʴ�χĕÚ ùƙ íţɥ �φȏ ď�Ŷȿ Uƈφǌ ŏφƘ ö �φŪ ùơÚٓ Ēó

éóÚ �âá �Ŧȡ �ž rŰφĮ GϖġȭTϐĳ é �ç ùƙêÚ éóÚ،ùHȄ ÿ �φĖá �φŪ Ÿ Hφǰ ö�ψĕ è �Ŧ �φĩ å �Ůφİ
، ϖü�ż ٔϙϐĩ Úٓ Ť �φń۔ùHȄ á �Ŧ φʾū á �φŪ á̦ �̪ɯφƅ ŤφƘ �Źƭ̟ �φĳ �äá �Ŧφǌéç ùƙ ď �Ƀÿ �ψĖ é

åsŮH۔ φį ù �ňŏφƘ �éá �φȯÚٓ
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Figure 1: Scheme of the experiment to model the response of a thermistor.

Let’s make sure we have everything we need to make our setup which is shown in Fig. 1.

1. Thermistor

2. Thermocouple

3. Hot plate

4. Beaker

5. R probe

6. PhysTherm

7. PhysLogger

8. Retord stand

The setup for this experiment consists of a thermistor and a calibrated thermocouple placed
in a beaker filled with water. The beaker is placed on a hot plate. A thermocouple that
measures temperature is connected to a PhysTherm to record and transfer temperature data
to a desktop using PhysLogger for further analysis. At the same time, the resistance of a
thermistor is measured using an R-probe connected in a similar fashion to the thermocouple.

The thermocouple measure the temperature. However, we have a secondary sensor called
the thermistor that measures resistance R which changes with temperature T . The purpose
is to use R as a measure of the temperature when the thermistor is used stand-alone. This
process is called calibration. For this purpose, we need to build a model R(t) which relates
the measured resistance to the temperature. This mean that if we know R, we can tell what
T is. So this experiment helps us build a model for an incalibrated sensor (the thermistor) by
comparing against a known sensor (the thermocouple).

What does the data say?
Let’s turn on the hot plate, and proceed with settings provided in Appendix to measure change
in temperature (T ) and resistance (R) over time.

For your interest, thermistors are semiconductors where resistance changes with temperature.
Now let’s try to make a few predictions.
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[Q 1]. Make a sketch of your predictions for the R and T behavior with time (t) for the present
setup as the water is heated. Is your answer any one of the following? Or any thing
else?

To validate your intuition, answer the following questions.

[Q 2]. Plot the measured T versus t (from the thermocouple).

[Q 3]. Plot the measured R versus t (from the thermistor).

[Q 4]. Plot R versus T .

[Q 5]. Plot 1
T

versus R.

[Q 6]. Plot 1
T

versus lnR.

The key ideas is that the same data when plotted differently, can provide different shapes of
graphs. One shape can be more intuitive than another. The previous questions indicate various
ways on how the data can be plotted. We wish to develop a model between T and R, say

1

T
= f(R) (1)

so that in future, whenever we measure R of the thermistor, we can ‘‘apply” the formula given
in Eq. (1) and determine T . The graph between 1

T
and lnR shows that this is a very good

starting point.

In industrial setting, the thermistor response is generally fitted by a Steinhart non-linear rela-
tionship between 1

T
and lnR, given by

1

T
= f(R) = A+B ln(R) + C[ln(R)]3 (2)

where A and B are some constants specific to the thermistor. Knowing A, B and C, therfore
completely determine the model.
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[Q 7]. From the data plotted in Q.6, estimate coefficients A, B, C in Eq. (2) using the cus-
tom curve fitting method to model thermistor response. You can seek help from the
associated Jupyter NoteBooks.

What have we done?
It is nice to step back and recount what has been acheived. We have created a model for
the thermistor, means that whenever we measure its resistance, we can estimate what the
temperature is. A key in this process is to find the temperature, at the same time, with another
sensor (a thermocouple). So we have calibrated one sensor (the thermistor) with respect to
another sensor (the thermocouple). We have also designed a mathematical model 1

T
= f(R)

for the thermistor.
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Appendix
PhysTherm and R Probe setting
To setup, the PhysTherm, make sure its is connected to one of the analog input channels of
PhysLogger and follow the steps below:

Now, to setup R-Probe connect it to one of the analog input channels and follow the following
steps:
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